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John 6.41-71 







Come and Eat! 
Recent Movie > Man talking about DATING to Find a Soul-Mate

Friend > Why don’t you invite her out for dinner?

Man > Dinner! Too big a COMMITMENT > What if NO CHEMISTRY?

Maybe at Beginning of MEAL Realize NOT the ONE > Waste Time & Money!

Better to INVITE for a DRINK > Quick and Cheap > EASY OUT!

Spoken by Jesus in John 6 > Come and Eat! Stay! Relax! Enjoy!
GOD’S GREAT NEWS > Listeners ONLY WANTED Quick Drink!

1. What they Can’t Swallow

Increasingly HOSTILE CROWD > Been Fed, Freely & Fully, NOW HUNGRY 

Seeking (vs. 22f.) - Murmuring (vs. 41f.) - Striving (vs. 52f.) - Leaving (vs. 60f.)

v. 41 At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven."

PROGRESSIVE REVELATION > Jesus KEEPS RAISING THE BAR Higher! 

v. 32 true bread from heaven

v. 35 I am the bread of life. 

v. 51 This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.

v. 53 I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 

a. Preeminence Religion of MERIT Very COMPETITIVE > COMPARISONS
Jesus CLAIMS a VERY SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP w/ GOD > Divine Nature

v. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 

v. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 

CANNOT REFUTE the MESSAGE?? > Then ATTACK the MESSENGER!!

v. 42 They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?" 

Lit. ‘manna’ = WHAT IS IT? / Now TRUE MANNA > WHO IS THIS GUY?! 

Who is this Nobody? Son of a Carpenter? From village in Galilee? Not Special! 
KING HIDDEN IN THE FLESH OF A SIMPLE PEASANT!
Hawaiians: BLACK CRAB > Higher by CLIMBING on BACKS Pushing Down

Moses their LEADER > WORTHY of HONOR > Jesus the Son deserves MORE 

Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses…Moses was faithful as a servant in all God's house, testifying to what would be said in the future. But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house.         

Hebrews 3.3,5-6

b. Purchase > STRIVING to SAVE THEMSELVES > Religion of MERIT
v. 28 They asked him, "What must we do to do the works God requires?" 

JESUS > “It is NOT YOUR WORK – it is MY WORK!”

v. 51 This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.

M I shared Gospel with called me a WOMAN! Real MAN Pays for Own Sins!
They’re REAL MEN > Pay for OWN SINS > Not PANSY SUBSTITUTE Idea! 

ONLY WAY TO BE RIGHT WITH GOD > Jesus Himself MAKES US RIGHT

Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! John 1.29
Jesus is your CRUTCH! – Really, would NOT Know HOW to Use It!

Jesus MORE Like a HOSPITAL Stretcher – NOTHING I can Do to Please God! 
v. 57 the one who feeds on me will live because of me 

PASSOVER the Next Year > JESUS would BE THEIR Lamb > Nailed to Cross

c. Powerless Cannot SAVE THEMSELVES > Cannot EVEN COME to God
JESUS stated the TRUTH POSITIVELY > Was NOT WELL RECEIVED

v. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 

ATTACK Jesus the Messenger > HOW DOES JESUS Respond to Attacks??

Did NOT Defend self on PERSONAL LEVEL > Stays on HIGHER GROUND
Contra – USA Presidential Candidates
But REPEATS Same Message > EVEN STRONGER Emphasis > SHARPER 

Now NEGATIVELY v. 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.

We RESIST GOD > Must be DRAWN > Word lit. means DRAGGING

Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish












John 21.11

they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace   Acts 16.19
God powerfully influences the mind, will, heart, and entire personality, so that Christ is accepted by a living faith. 



William Hendriksen 

Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith



Hebrews 12.2

d. Pride > Hardest Thing to SWALLOW our OWN PRIDE 

vs. 61,62  Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does this offend you? What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before!
DON’T NEED JESUS? Too Proud? Going to SAVE YOURSELVES? 

What if SON OF MAN ASCENDS?  > Want to be LEFT to Yourselves? 

v. 60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?" 

What they wanted, he would not give; what he offered, they would not receive. 














F.F. Bruce 

WELL TAUGHT JEWS > Knew the Law >> Anticipated its PROPHECIES

Jesus SIMPLY SAYING > HE WAS THE ONE > Fulfillment of their Scriptures

3rd Great OT IMAGE > ch 1 Jacob’s Ladder / ch 3 Bronze Serpent / 6 MANNA 

HARD > Not for them to UNDERSTAND but to ACCEPT >> TOO PROUD

NOT HARD TO UNDERSTAND > HARDNESS OF HEART

The hardness was in their hearts and not the saying…in their hard obstinacy they rush against Christ…his saying really ought to have softened them. For whoever humbly submits to Christ’s teaching will find nothing hard or rough in it. 











John Calvin

Want a DISTANT JESUS Not this Man of Flesh > REAL, TRUE, Here & NOW
Better some Vague Deity, Abstract Philosophy, Impersonal god
VISIT Jesus in Church on Sunday like GRANDPARENT in Rest Home
THIS GUY > In our Face > SEES Real Us > Exposes our SINS and NEEDS
Shows Up in Dorm Room – Free Time – Parties – Alone with Opposite Sex  

TRAGIC RESULT OF REJECTING JESUS  > Insisting on YOUR OWN WAY

v. 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day.

2. How Do We Eat? 
Charge AGAINST Christians > in Roman Empire > CANNIBALISM

EATING the BODY and BLOOD of their Lord Jesus

UNCOMFORTABLE LANGUAGE > Even when we DO NOT take it Literally

Any dullard could see that Jesus was not speaking literally: no one would suppose Jesus seriously advocating cannibalism and offering himself as the first meal. But if his language is figurative, what did he mean? 
D.A. Carson
a. Formalism?

TRADITIONAL ‘High Church’ Christians > John 6 about Lord’s Supper
LITERAL Presence of Jesus Body & Blood in ELEMENTS of their Ceremony 

1) Historical Context > What WORDS MEAN to 1st Speaker to 1st Audience? 

Scientific historical method in the interpretation of the Bible requires that the Biblical writers should be allowed to speak for themselves.    J. Gresham Machen

v. 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.  
SOME of Them > w/ JESUS on OTHER SIDE of Lake > EATEN Bread & Fish 

Lord’s SUPPER NOT YET Instituted: Can’t ask to DO what DON’T yet KNOW

// John 3 > To Nicodemus ‘born of WATER’ > No Christian BAPTISM Yet

My endeavor is to bring out of Scripture what is there, and not to thrust in what I think might be there. I have a great jealousy on this point, never to speak more or less than I believe the mind of the Spirit, in the passage I am expounding. 

Charles Simeon

Task is EXEGESIS > ‘take out’ Truths NOT EISEGESIS > Not ‘PUT IN’ Ideas

Jesus was NOT Inviting these Listeners to Holy Communion

Analogy > Nic. ‘born again’ / Sam. Wom. ‘living water’ / Now ‘living bread’ 

2) Unbelievers > OBVIOUS this CROWD is BELIGERENT not BELIEVING 

No HUMBLE Submission to Jesus as LORD > No DESIRE to OBEY HIM 

Holy Communion is for the Holy Church > SET APART from World for God 
From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 












John 6.66

DISCIPLE = Follower / NOT Blood-Bought, Holy Ghost-filled and SAVED

Dozens – maybe Hundreds - of CURIOUS SEEKERS in Capernaum town Then
THESE ‘disciples’ NOW DECIDED to FOLLOW ANOTHER ROAD 

They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 




1 John 2.19

3) Unto Salvation > IF you EAT, you will BE SAVED

v. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.
EATING of Lord’s Supper > MEAL for BELIEVERS > ALREADY SAVED

PAUL > Invites Corinthians BELIEVERS to the Lord’s Table: 

You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.












1 Corinthians 10.21
SALVATION Pictured in EATING > ONCE FOR ALL > Communion Repeated 

4) Benefits 
v. 27 food that endures to eternal life

v. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 

SAD TRUTH: Many People (ONLY GOD Knows Number) > Eaten in Churches

COMMUNION > a.k.a. Lord’s Supper > EUCHARIST > THE MASS

HAVE DIED in their SIN > ETERNALLY LOST > NO Eternal LIFE w/ Jesus

John 6 is not about the Lord’s Supper – it had not happened yet – but the Lord’s Supper is about what is described in John 6. 



Yours Truly
b. Faith > Then How Do We Eat?  > LIFE-TRANSFORMING UNION 

v. 29 believe in the one he has sent

v. 35 He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.

v. 40 everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life

v. 45 Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 

JESUS refers to SPIRITUAL REALITIES > Not LITERAL FLESH 

v. 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.
Believe and you have eaten.




Augustine

KNOWING JESUS IN THE FLESH WAS NOT ENOUGH > 20,000 Heard Him

People SAY TODAY ‘If only I could have SEEN JESUS, I’d FOLLOW Him’

MANY THOUSANDS > NO CLOSER to BELIEVING thru DIRECT Contact 

Christ is eaten only by faith. 



John Calvin

3. Why should we Eat?

a. We Need It

Other Things are ALSO NECESSARY, but not AS NECESSARY

Exercise > Reading > Relationships >>> NONE happen without EATING
KNEW ELDERLY Man – Tired of Living – STOPPED Eating > DIED! 
How to FEED UPON CHRIST? Worship and the Word 

v. 68 Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.

Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  John 8.31

EMPHASIS ON WORDS > Only Christ is the Christ of the Scriptures

v. 63 The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.

Jesus has BUILT HIS CHURCH > INDWELLS His Church > Hold Forth Word

God’s household, the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth 









1 Timothy 3.15

now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known 










Ephesians 3.10

IMMOVABLE PIECE OF FURNITURE in Church > Must be WORD OF GOD 

He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 











Deuteronomy 8.3

b.  We Want It  We EAT because WE WANT TO! > Oh that LOOKS GOOD!!
People only COME TO JESUS when they HAVE THAT NEED / DESIRE 

NOT GRUDGING ACCEPTANCE > Fully Understood HE IS THE BEST 

v. 68 Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.

OTHER THINGS > Can TEMPORARILY FILL that NEED 

Moses…chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 



Hebrews 11.24,25

TRUE Believer > Left FORMER Way of Life > Emptiness, Excesses, Excuses

Some come to Him like PRODIGAL SON, TASTED World’s Fare & Pig’s Food
NOW TESTIFY with Psalmist: Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 




Psalm 34.8

c. Must be Eaten Oh that looks good!!! MAYBE NOT > Must TASTE & SEE
Possible to SIT DOWN at Banquet > IDENTIFY All the Dishes

ADDRESS them by their FRENCH NAMES > But NOT EAT THEM!

To believe is to have been brought to the place where one knows that one has to rely completely on Jesus, and Jesus alone. 



Leslie Newbigin

d. Eat with Faith Act of Trust in Cook / Farmer / Provider: Be Good to COOK
Parents: EAT your VEGETABLES > Make you HEALTHY > HOW!?! 

Never SURE HOW Broccoli, Carrots, Peas will MAKE ME STRONG??
An Uncle BEAT CANCER > Drinking FRUIT JUICES > Beat it Twice!! 

v. 69 We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.

SEEMS REVERSE ORDER > World Says > ‘First Know than Believe’ 

Don’t BE STUPID > Make a BLIND LEAP > BE SURE > Do your RESEARCH

Following a God we NEVER Seen, Heard, Touched, Smelled > Believe by Faith
We can KNOW GOD Only by TRUSTING HIM > His Ways BEYOND US
BEING CERTAIN of Jesus > Not by being CONVINCED INTELLECTUALLY

Reading Latest Theological Books > Hearing the Latest PROOFS 

By faith we understand 






Hebrews 11.3

Jesus said (to Martha, sister of Lazarus), "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 



John 11.40

Faith throws the believer upon and into its object. The spiritual eating and drinking brings the object of faith into the believer. 
B.F. Westcott 

Unseen Faith: Ride Bus, Sign Contract, Eat in Restaurant, Enter Room, Sit Chair 

IF WE CAN TRUST MAN > WE SHOULD TRUST GOD
We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son…Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 



1 John 5.9-10

HOW DARE YOU CALL GOD A LIAR! > Trust in Man but not your Maker 

SIN OF JUDAS > vs. 70,71 Jesus replied, "Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!" (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.)

e. You Must Eat > No One Else CAN DO IT FOR YOU! 
 v. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.

Many Left > One Makes Bold Confession > Some Devils Hide in Church

GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY > AND Human Responsibility > TOGETHER

DOES NOT SAY > NOT CHOSEN says NOT Believe > ACCOUNTABLE 
v. 45 It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 

GOD INVITES and EXPECTS > You to LISTEN and LEARN & COME to Him

There is a constant winnowing going on in all churches, and this drives away the light and chaffy ones….better far that we die than that we deny the Lord. 










Charles Spurgeon

SCOT sailed to AMERICA on OCEAN-LINER > Wanted to SAVE Money

Brought Crakers, Cheese, Fruit on Board, EAT while Ship CROSSED Atlantic

After SOME DAYS > Crackers STALE, Cheese MOLDY, Fruit SOGGY 

Collected PENNIES > SHIP’S DINING HALL searching for CHEAP MEAL

GREAT SURPRISE > All MEALS FREE! Included in PRICE of his TICKET 

FEED on X’s Words / DIGEST His Words / LIVE X’s Words / RADIATE Him 

Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?

Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. Isaiah 55.2-3

God does NOT JUST Invite you for a DRINK > Calls you to His BANQUET! 

* * * * * 
John 6:41-71

41 At this the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread that came down from heaven." 42 They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?" 43 "Stop grumbling among yourselves," Jesus answered. 44 "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: 'They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47 I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." 52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" 53 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever." 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, "This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?" 61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does this offend you? 62 What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe." For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him." 66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 67 "You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve. 68 Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God." 70 Then Jesus replied, "Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!" 71(He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him.) 
It is possible to understand Christian doctrine so well that you can tell where everyone else is wrong – where Barth is wrong, where Brunner is wrong, where Boice is wrong (…and Blair!) – but you are still lost unless you appropriate Jesus Christ personally. 





James Boice

Why did some of those who had been closely and curiously following

Jesus decide they no longer could?

Did the miracles and signs increase the number of followers?

Are there times when Jesus doesn’t meet up to your expectations? Doesn’t do the

obvious or logical thing? His truth seems too harsh? Do we get discouraged, angry,

disappointed, tired? Look for the unexpected. Look for Him in a storm. 

Are you hungry? Do you believe Jesus is the bread you need?

v. 47 I tell you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life


v. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life








